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Mediastinal Lymph Node Dissection for Non-small Cell Lung Cancer in Left Lung
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Fig. 1. Survival curves according to pathological N status
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Fig. 2. Survival curves according to extent fo lymphadenec-
tomy

(2-2)

100%

90
wl T complete lymphadenectomy(n=27)
....................... 732%,
70
% o 69.5%
= incomplete lymphadenectomy(n=87)
S 50
E 40
& N.S
30
20
10
0
0 1 2 3 4 5
Years after surgery
(2-b)

incomplete lymphadenectomy(n=25)

@
=

2
]
Beo )
T; 50 E a0 e
S 10 L2l %0 complete lymphadenectomy(n=23) 37.9%
5 teeml N.S
(/5) LT,
e NO vs N1 : p=0.009 Beu o pN2 2319 2
20 NO vs N2 : p<0.001 10
10 N1 vs N2 :p=0.03 0
0 1 2 3 4 5
o] 1 2 3 4 5
Years after surgery Years after surgery
Table 1.00 Patient characteristics
pNO pN1 pN2
Patients 114 48 58
Male : Female 87:27 39:9 44 .14
Agell averagell 35—7801 62.10J 37—7901 60.70) 35—7901 61.10J
Tumor size 0.8—12 cm 1.0—115cm 0.7—105cm
Primary site
upper lobe 76 26 42
lower lobe 38 22 16
Histology
adeno 72 15 36
squamous cell 34 29 14
large cell 7 5
others 1 1 3
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Table 2.0 Recurrent sites of pNO and pN1 cases in the

left lung
complete imcomplete
0 pNoOd
No. of recurrent cases 61 22%0 207 23%0
L.N 0 0
L.N O others 0 1
others 6 19
0 pN10d
No. of recurrent cases 107 43%0 110 44%0
L.N 0 0
L.N O others 3 2
others 7 9

L.NO lymph nodes, completellcomplete lymphadenectomy
imcompletellimcomplete lymphadenectomy
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Table 3.0 Location of metastatic mediastinal lymph nodes in the left upper

lobe
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Table 4.0 Location of metastatic mediastinal lymph nodes in the left
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Fig. 3. Survival curves according to levels of metastatic me- Table 5.0 Recurrent sites of pN2 cases in left lung
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Mediastinal Lymph Node Dissection for Non-small Cell Lung Cancer in Left Lung

Kazuki Nakahara'", Yoshio Ohse'”, Minoru Tahara'", Atsushi Morio™,
Takeshi Goto'", Sadahiko Masuda' and Kazuhiro Yakumaru?®”

The Second Department of Surgery
*Department of Pathology Tokyo Teishin Hospital, Tokyo, Japan

Objective : The aim of this study was to evaluate the feasi-bility of limited mediastinal lymphadenectomy for cancer in
the left lung in patients without mediastinal lymph node metastases, and to discuss the significance of ex-tended systemic
mediastinal lymphadenectomy for patients with left lung cancer who had mediastinal lymph nodes me-tastases.

Patients and Methods : We retrospectively analyzed the cl-inical records of patients who had been operated for non-
small cell lung cancer in the left lung. The patients were classified according to the N factor and their records ex-amined
for prognosis, recurrent site and the relation of metastatic mediastinal lymph nodes with location of the primary tumor.

Results : There were 114 patients with pNO disease. The 5-year survival rate was 78.10 for patients undergoing
compl-ete mediastinal lymphadenectomyl n[J 270and 69.500 for those with incomplete lymphadenectomyl n(d] 871 There
were 48 pati-ents with pN1 disease. The 5-year survival rate was 37.90 for patients with left lung cancer undergoing com-
plete mediastinal lymphadenectomy] n0 23and 52.00 for those with incomplete lymphadenectomy] nJ 2500 There were
no statistic-ally significant differences between complete cases and incomplete cases. As for the relation between the pri-
mary site of the cancer with N2 stations, all left upper lobe lesions( nJ 4200 metastasized to 0 4 and/or 0 5 and/or O 6,
whole left lower lobe lesions n 160 metastasized to [0 4 and/or O 5 and/or O 7. Three patients with left lower lobe le-
sions and pN2 disease had recurrence in contralateral mediastinal nodes, but no patients had recurrence in contralateral
mediastinal nodes in the left upper lobe lesions.

Conclusion : Limited mediasinal lymphadenectomy was sug-ested to be feasible in patients with pNO, pN1 disease in
the left lung. Systematic extended mediastinal lymph n-ode dissection was suggested to be useful for patients who had
metastasis in 0 7 and no metastasis in 0 1-4 and O 8,00 9 in the left lower lobe.
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