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A Case of Slow-Growing Small Adenocarcinoma
Followed up for Four Years by CT

Fuyuhiko Yasuda?; Motoshi Takao?; Syuichi Murashimas;
Isao Yada?; Hiroshi Yuasal

ABSTRACT 0O 0O Background. Peripheral lung adenocarcinoma has been increasing dramatically throughout the
post decade. Recently, it was reported that active fibroblastic proliferation in a tumor plays an important role in tumor
progression. However, there have been few reports of CT follow-up of peripheral lung adenocarcinoma for several
years. Case. the patient was a 67-year-old woman. Follow-up of computed tomography was performed every year and
the tumor doubling time was 920 days in our case. After four years, CT-guided needle-biopsy resulted in well-
differentiated adenocarcinoma. Operation was performed and the pathological finding was localized bronchioloalveolar
cell type adenocarcinomél Noguchi’'s type BO Conclusion. We reported a case of a slow-growing lung adenocarcinoma
the size of which remained under 20 mm for four yearsJ JJLC. 2002;42:273-2760
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Figure 1. A. Chest CT shows a small nodule 12x 8 mmO in S2b. B. One year later, it had enlarged and showed an air bron-
chogram, vacuolization and pleural thickening. There was a cloudy zone at its margin. C. Two years later, it showed the same size
with a branching vessel. The pleural thickening was enlarged and air bronchogram was more clear. D. Four years later, another
air bronchogram in the nodule was seen. The branching vessels were observed more clearlyd WW1500, WL-5000]
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Figure 3. The cut surface of the resected lung. The tumor
was located in the periphery of the right lung at S2b.

Figure 2. 3-DCT showed a small nodule
which involved several vessels.
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Figure 4. A. Histopathologic specimen of the tumor showed that well-differential adenocarcinoma cells replacing alveolar
structures corresponding to Noguchi' s type B. B. Mild thickening of the alveolar septa and foci of collapse of alveolar structures
were found.
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