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BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL

LONDON SATURDAY NOVEMBER 10 1956

LUNG CANCER AND OTHER CAUSES OF DEATH IN

RELATION TO SMOKING
A SECOND REPORT ON THE MORTALITY OF BRITISH DOCTORS
BY

RICHARD DOLL, M.D., M.R.C.P.
Member of the Stavistical Research Unit of the Medicol Research Council
AND
A. BRADFORD HILL, C.B.E, FR.S.
Professor of Medical Statistics, London School of Hygieme and Tropical Medicine ; Honorary Director of
the Statistical Research Unit of the Medical Research Council
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On October 31, 1951, we sent a simple questionary to all
members of the medical profession in the United King-
dom. In addition to giving their name, address, and age,
they were asked to classify themselves into one of three
groups—noamely, {g) whether they were, at that time,
smokers of tobacco ; (b) whether they had smoked but
had given up; or {c) whether they had never smoked
regularly (which we defined as having never smoked as
much as one cigarette a day, or its equivalent in pipe
tobacco or cigars, for as long as one year). All smokers

previously have been a light smoker or may since then
have given up smoking altogether ; we shall have con-
tinued to count him, or her, as a heavy smoker. If there
is a differential death rate with smoking, we must by
such errors tend to inflate the mortality among the light
smokers and to reduce the mortality among the heavy
smokers. In other words, the gradients we present in
this paper may be understatements but (apart from
sampling errors due to the play of chance) cannot be
overstatements.

Doll R, Hill B. BMJ 1956
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195111 H1BE~1956F3A831HICFT L 1-[EEh

TABLE III.—Number of Deaths of Doctors Re
Between November 1,

1951, and March 3

rorred as Occurring
1956, Inclusive

&

Age in Years Bi& gegics
Under 35 .. 34 3
3544 68 10
45-54 189 8
55-64 311 26
65-74 417 24
75-84 . 543 23
85 and over 186 12

All ages 1,748 106

Doll R, Hill B. BMJ 1956
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